REPORT.

i.

The select committee to which was referted an order of this
House, directing an enquiry into the extent of damage sustained
in Tobacco Warehouses Nos. 3 & 2, have had the same under
consideration, and beg leave to report : |

“That Mr. Nicholas Dorsey, Inspector at No. 3, informed them
that no injury had been sustained in that hose. _

In No. 2 Warehouse, the Inspector, Joseph . Wilson, has
exhibited the damage incurred, which shows of uninspected to-
bacco, eighty-two hogsheads to have been injured, and the abso-
lute loss of pounds to have been twelve thousand, eight hundred
and ninety-two ; and of inspected tobacco, two hundred and fifty-
eight hogsheads to have been injured, and the absolute loss of
pounds thirty-nine thousand, two hundred and twenty-two—in
all, three hundred and forty hogsheads damaged, and. fifty-two
thousand, one hundred and fourteen pounds of tobacco rendered
worthless. 7 ' 1

Your committee being Zully persuaded that the sufferers as above

should be indemnified for the loss and injury which they have
sustained, have taken great pains to enable them to arrive at the
damage incurred, in dollars and cents, and find it to be four thou-
sand, one huudred and thirty-nine dollars. In nearly every in-
stance the exhibits have been accompanied with the certificate of
the Inspector, and an affidavit of the consignee as to the truth of
the statement, and in all cases the certificates of the Inspector
and the affidavits of the claimants have accompanied the state-
ments. As the consignee is the very best judge of the value of
the tobacco, and in no way interested, the conimittee have thought
his evidence conclusive; and the high standing of the residue of
claimants preclude a possibility of doubt.
- From the very nature of the policy of the State, the planter is
- compelled to send his tobacco to the city of Baltimore for inspec-
tion and safe keeping, for which one dollar and twenty-five cents
per hogshead must be paid before the tobacco is suffered to be
taken from the inspection houses, by which means the fund (com-
monly called the Tobacco Fund) is formed. . The sufferers ask
nothing from the State Treasury. They only ask to be reimburs-
ed out of the fund they have contributed to create. The above
tax having been required of them upon their tobacco, as though
it had been kept in perfect safety, without further reasoning, your
committee conclude this report by saying, that they believe it just,
proper and lawful that the said sufferers should be indemnified,
and therefore recommend the following resolutions:



